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PEORIA ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY IS NOW ON FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/PeoriaAstronomicalSociety

Update your address, phone or email changes

Please notify Dan Son at sonshine1992@gmail.com     if you will be getting a new mailing
address, email address and/or phone number.  It is important that he has your personal
information correct so you will continue to receive the Starlite and the Reflector. 

2024 Meteor Shower Schedule:  

Lyrids are active from April17th to the 26th with peak being April 21-22. The moon will 
be 40% full or 3rd Quarter. This meteor shower is caused by debris from Comet 
Thatcher. It can produce bright meteors with some fireballs. It is best seen in the 
predawn hours when the constellation Lyra is high in the night sky.

Eta Aquarids are active from April 20th thru May 21st with a peak on May 4-5. The moon
will be 44% full just before 1st quarter. It will be best seen around 2am. This meteor 
shower by debris from Comet Halley. Interesting fact is Comet Halley also causes the 
Orionid meteor shower in October.
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Presidents    Ramblings:  

70 years old. In 1955 Northmoor Observatory opened to the public. It was a 
long process by many individuals to make something big happen. Northmoor was 
dedicated on July 23, 1955 but due to rain the voyage to the stars was postponed for a
week. I am sorry we /I did not get the winter Starlite out, I had many family events and 
moving a father home from Florida that the time fly by. He is settled in and I can now 
spend more time doing other things. 

A big shout out to the helpers and keyholders of Northmoor as we gear up for 
opening day May 17th. We have 19 volunteers and would love more. I always say it, 
call me and we can get you into the schedule for as much or as little time you can give.
If we continue to not get volunteers, it will become harder for Northmoor Public viewing 
to stay open. WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT OF TIME.

Whats coming up for 2025 to see? Total Lunar Eclipse on March 13th, it begins 
at 10:57pm and full eclipse begins March 14th at 1:26am. March 18- 21 is the dual 
visibility of Venus. It will be both a morning and evening plant. March 23rd the rings of 
Saturn appear to disapear due to the ring plane crossing. It might be a good time for 
keyholders to us Northmoor telescope. March 29th is a partial solar eclipse visible if you
are traveling to the north eastern parts of the US or into Canada but not in Illinois. 
Finally, on April 25th is a triple conjunction of the Moon, Venus and Saturn in the 
predawn hour in the east.

Dan Son
President

 



Facts..just the Facts..
What happens when a microscope crashes into a telescope? They kaleidoscope. 
ok..I thought it was a funny fact!

A nova is a much smaller stellar explosion than a supernova. Novae are also much 
less rare; the last nova to happen in the Milky Way was in 2022 — we haven’t seen a 
supernova in our galaxy since 1604.

It’s not uncommon to see the Moon occult (appear to pass in front of) a planet. What’s 
truly rare is a planet occulting another planet, in part because planets appear so small 
from Earth’s perspective. The last time this happened was in 1818, and it won’t happen
again until 2065 when Venus occults Jupiter.

Submission of photos / article content for the Starlite: Dan Son
If you have a photo that you would like to submit for the Starlite, please send these to  
Dan Son sonshine1992@gmail.com along with a little write-up about the photo. Photos
can be from star parties, club events, personal view, etc. Astrophotography is 
encouraged. Also, if you have educational content, tips, techniques, lessons learned or
how-to articles with photos, we encourage that material for the Starlite. We can also 
put these on out Facebook page if you so desire. 
https://www.facebook.com/PeoriaAstronomicalSociety

The Caterpillar Matching Gifts Program IRA RMD: Brian Hakes
If you are a CAT Employee/Retiree you can gift the PAS through the CAT matching gift
program.  Employees/Retirees are asked to submit matching gift forms electronically
via the Caterpillar Foundation website, www.caterpillar.com/foundation. The process is
easy. Once you made your gift to the PAS you can go online to the Cat Foundation
website and complete the electronic form, there is no paper involved. Once the form is
registered with the foundation they will notify the PAS and the treasurer will then verify
the gift has been received. Because there will be no mailings, the turnaround time for
the whole process will be negligible. 
If you are required to make an annual mandatory with drawl from an IRA you can also
designate an amount to the Peoria Astronomical Society.  Don't forget that the PAS is
a 501C(3) organization. 
These are excellent ways to support the PAS and is a great way to help the society
and the promotion of astronomy in the greater Peoria area. 
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Reflector:
Reflector Magazine digital edition is available for download. You may access an 
archive of digital issues from the AL website by visiting:
https://www.astroleague.org/reflector

NCRAL Newsletter: 
The North-Central Region of the Astronomical League (NCRAL) is made up of member
societies... the six states commonly thought of as the Upper Midwest of the USA, plus 
the Upper Peninsula of the state of Michigan. The PAS is a member of the NCRAL.  
Their Region Newsletter, also named “Northern Lights”, has been resurrected and is 
better than ever! The latest issue’s can be read on their website can be found here: 
https://ncral.wordpress.com/newsletter-archive/
You can access the current issue and all other back issues through this link.

Program Schedule 2024 – 2025

March 5 Meet in the Dome at the Peoria Riverfront Museum. 7:00 p.m.
Members’ Social and Sharing Session
Sharing of anything astronomical: astrophotography, new equipment, 
places visited or plans for visiting, internet sites found or videos 
viewed, books read, etc. Current Sky Summary and Planetarium 
show (if needed as time allows)

May 7 Meet at Northmoor Observatory, Donovan Park, 7:00 p.m.
Get to know - all about Northmoor Observatory 
Get ready for the start of our public observing season in May
Learn all there is to know about our historic public observatory, 
including the history, and the operation of the telescope

Inclement weather notice: Monitor email (e-group), local radio stations or PAS 
Facebook Page if a program, board meeting, viewing, or star party may be canceled 
due to weather.  If we determine a risk in the weather, the Society will cancel the event.

https://ncral.wordpress.com/newsletter-archive/
https://www.astroleague.org/reflector


Photos from Members:
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2025/02/28 V Allen Jubilee location



And from other Instruments:

The Crab Nebula (Webb Chandra composite)



Tadpole Galaxy Hubble & processed by Harshwardhan Pathak 2024



25 Years ago:









Above are 2 magazines or e-magazine that I have read for a number of years. Amateur
Astronomy Magazine ( https://amateurastronomy.com/) I enjoy reading and find it 
different than Sky & Telescope as it is dealing with Astronomy at a local and amateur 
level. Astronomy Technology Today ( https://astronomytechnologytoday.com ) was 
introduced to PAS when Dr James Dire joined PAS and is a contributing writer for this 
e-publication. I have even bought an eye piece passed on articles from it. Give them a 
try. To keep my wife happy I now only do digital downloads so I don’t have hundreds of
paper magazines in the basement!

https://astronomytechnologytoday.com/
https://amateurastronomy.com/
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