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WHAT’S IN THIS ISSUE? 
 

● List of Board of Officers 
and Directors 

● Address/email changes 
● Starlite Overview 
● 2021 PAS Membership Dues Notice 
● New Members 
● Presidents Message 
● Remembering Chuck Lamb 

  

● Starlite Editor 
● Caterpillar Matching Gifts 
● Reflector (digital edition) 
● NCRAL Newsletter (how to sign up) 
● 25 years ago Starlite Article 
● 50 years ago Starlite Article 
● Programs for 2020/2021 

 

  



 

Officers: 
 

President: Brian Hakes, bhakes02@comcast.net 
Vice-President:  Jesse Hoover, hooveje@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Phil Burroughs 
Treasurer:  Dan Son, sonshine1992@gmail.com 
 

Directors: 
 

            Acting Parliamentarian:  Dave Monroe, dave.monroe@comcast.net  
Nominating Chairman:  Tatiana Johnson, 2gsheps@gmail.com 
Legal Agent:  Dave Monroe, dave.monroe@comcast.net 
Northmoor Observatory Chairman:  Open 
Jubilee Observatory Chairman:  Robert Pauer, sbpauer@winco.net 

 
 
Peoria Astronomical Society - Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/PeoriaAstronomicalSociety 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
 

Please notify Scott Swords at sswords3@comcast.net if you will be getting a new mailing address, email address and/or 
phone number.  It is important that he has your personal information correct so you will continue to receive the Starlite 
and the Reflector.  He would also like to receive any changes to your e-mail address as this is part of his database. 
 
If you would like to join the Peoria Astro Groups.io or if you have changed your e-mail address, please notify Mike 
Frasca at mfrasca@att.net or Dan Son at sonshine1992@gmail.com with your e-mail address (for in-club use only – not 
given out to other sources).  He does not need your mailing address or phone number.  If you are not a member of 
Groups.io, you may want to consider joining.  A great deal of club activity information is sent via Groups.io.  And by the 
way, it is free to join!!! 
 
 
Starlite Overview: 
  
The “Starlite” is our quarterly newsletter for the Peoria Astronomical Society.  In the starlite you will find beneficial 
information on dates and times of PAS member activities such as meetings, star parties, board meetings, and banquets. 
Starlites will be emailed to our Groups.io Email Group, and a copy will be posted online for download on our website. 
 
Benefits from joining the Groups.io email group include the electronic Starlite and also receiving up to date information 
for star parties and other important communications from the PAS.  
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2021 DUES 

NOTIFICATION 
 
 
Your support of the Peoria Astronomical Society has been greatly appreciated!!  Please select the membership of your choice for 
your 2020 dues. 
 
 
                                    □     Regular Membership - $30.00  * 
                                    □     Patron Membership - $50.00 or greater **    *** 
                                              (Regular Membership status and the sincere gratitude of the Society)  
 
 

AS ALWAYS MEMBERSHIP ENTITLES YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY TO THE PRIVILEGES OF  
THE SOCIETY PLUS MEMBERSHIP IN THE PEORIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE 

 

Payment is due by January 16, 2021 
Please make checks payable to PEORIA ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY, INC and mail to: 

 
Peoria Astronomical Society, Inc. 
P O Box 10111 
Peoria, IL  61612-0111 

 
THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE PEORIA 
ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY!!  WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT MONTHLY 
MEETINGS AND AT OUR STAR PARTIES. 
 

Dan Son 
Treasurer 

 
 
* If you join PAS after August 31st, you do not need to pay for 2021. you will be carried over. 
 
** Any amount over $30.00 is deductible on your income tax as a charitable contribution. 
 
***          If your place of work has a Matching Gift Program, please give consideration to taking advantage of it to multiply your gift. 
  



 

New Members: 
 

The Peoria Astronomical Society welcomes new members: 
 

Udit Verma – Dunlap 
David Gitz – Peoria 
Daniel Mc Fadded – Morton 
Ken Adams – Dunlap 
John Nowack – Pekin 
Trenton Widmer – Peoria 
 

 
  



 

 
Presidents Message: 
 

You may have read that telescope manufacturers are having a banner year of telescope sales.  It stands to reason that 

people's consumption habits have been impacted by the pandemic and have elected to spend more to see what is in the 

night sky. At the same time people are cultivating an interest in the night sky, the Peoria Astronomical Society has 

reduced its activities.  

At Northmoor Observatory the PAS has discontinued the public observing program.  ICC has canceled its classroom 

activities which prevents laboratory exercises (viewing) at Jubilee, the general members meetings at the River Front 

Museum have been canceled and there has been no request for public outreach.  These all have been channels by which 

the PAS promotes astronomy education as well as encourages membership.  

In spite of  the obstacles, we have still been able to attract members.  Zoom has proven to be a novel way for the PAS to 

provide programs to its members and to the public at large. Both Northmoor and Jubilee continue to remain open and 

available to members.  As a matter of fact, I was at Jubilee a short while ago and I arrived after dark, never a good idea.  I 

could not find an observing spot on the perimeter of the concrete pad and I was not the last one to show up.  That night 

Bob Pauer had the 24" opened,  its mirrors recently aluminized, and he was diligently working on his imaging equipment 

but what was really interesting was that there were three other members who were imaging with their telescopes.  Each 

of these three were courteous, answered questions and shared their images.  It is just fascinating  to see what a small 

telescope can do.  To think that only a few years ago that would not have been seen at Jubilee.  

The pandemic definitely has had a negative impact, but it has also given people an incentive to explore the night sky and 

has forced the PAS to explore different ways to do astronomy.  With cold weather approaching,  going out to observe 

becomes more difficult,  but if you do go out close to the new moon, you just don't know who you may run into.  So this 

winter please make use of the observatories at Northmoor and Jubilee and remember both locations have warm up 

rooms.  

Brian Hakes   



 

Remembering Chuck Lamb 

Chuck was very much interested in planetary science. He was a member in the Association of Lunar and Planetary 

Observers and to my recollection he was the only member in PAS who I know was.  But he did what Rolin Van Zandt 

hoped members would do and that was to use the 24" for collecting data with the purpose of doing science.  

I got to know Chuck better through involvement in the photoelectric photometry group within the PAS.  Photometry was 

a driving reason for making changes to the observatory.  Chuck was instrumental in the installation of the track and 

mechanization of the dome but he was also involved with the automation of the 24" with Barry Redenbo, Don Ware and 

Jerry Gunn.   Chuck and Jerry eventually built a prototype of an automated Observatory at Chuck's home in Hanna City. 

Later that telescope, an 8" Meade, would be relocated to the roof of Yerkes Observatory as part of an educational 

outreach program.  

Using the photometer on the 24", Chuck would spend an extended observing run collecting data to be used to create 

light curves of asteroids.  Not only would he follow asteroids but he also did lunar occultation photometry.  Chuck was a 

dedicated observer, and after one night of asteroid observing, he was driving home late in the morning when he fell 

asleep behind the wheel.  He ended up driving into a ditch.  I only learned of that story when Chuck recanted it, but the 

whole time he was sharing it, he was chuckling as he did so often.  Chuck was pretty even keeled and had a quiet 

demeanor but when he spoke it was direct and concise.  I can only say that I am grateful for the time that I got to know 

him. 

Brian Hakes  

 
 
 
Chuck Lamb was one of the nicest persons you could hope to meet, an absolutely pleasant person to know and work 
with.  One aspect of his service to the society, which was totally behind the scenes, was his support of the Interplanetary 
Bicycle Ride on behalf of the Peoria Astronomical Society.  The ride was a collaborative project with Lakeview Museum, 
and he and Diane manned the Pluto Rest Area in Kewanee for 15 years, transporting a van-load of supplies to the YMCA 
in Kewanee, setting up and serving a hundred riders seeking sustenance and refreshments.  It was a long tiring day, and 
he and Diane did it year after year.  He was just so great to work with. 
 
Sheldon Schafer  



 

Starlite Editor  

Jesse Hover is the PAS Vice President, International Dark Sky representative and Light Control  chair as well as being the 

technical advisor regarding our Social Media programs and a coordinator for outreach is willing to relinquish his role as 

the Starlite editor.  He has been the editor for the past 4 years after graciously accepting the responsibility after the 

passing of Mike Hay. 

One of the goals of the PAS is to define board roles such that no one should spend more than a cumulative 4 hours per 

month on their defined roles.  Jesse is willing to relinquish his role as editor.  As you know the Starlite is a quarterly 

newsletter and the editor can expect to spend 8 to 10 hours per issue one every 3 months.  The editor is not responsible 

for writing articles, only for proofing, compiling and preparing them in a layout suitable for distribution.  Just about any 

word processing software is suitable.  Jesse used Google Docs,  MS Word has been used in the past and Open Office is 

another option.  

Should you have an interest and be willing to help and are willing to take on a role within the PAS you may contact Jesse 

Hoover or myself, Brian Hakes, with your concerns or questions. 

Brian Hakes  
 
 
 
The Caterpillar Matching Gifts Program: Brian Hakes 
 

As of July 1, 2012 the Cat matching gifts program changed.  Employees/Retirees are asked to submit matching gift forms 
electronically via the Caterpillar Foundation website, www.caterpillar.com/foundation.  
The process is easy. Once you made your gift to the PAS you can go online to the Cat Foundation website and complete 
the electronic form, there is no paper involved.  Once the form is registered with the foundation they will notify the PAS 
and the treasurer will then verify the gift has been received. Because there will be no mailings, the turnaround time for the 
whole process will be negligible. This is especially advantageous at the end of the calendar (tax) year.  This is an excellent 
way to support the PAS.   If you can, please participate in this generous program.  This is a great way to help the society 
and the promotion of astronomy in the greater Peoria area. 
 
 
Reflector : 
Reflector Magazine digital edition is available for download 
You may access an archive of digital issues from the AL website by visiting:   
https://www.astroleague.org/reflector 
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NCRAL Newsletter:  
The North-Central Region of the Astronomical League (NCRAL) is made up of member societies... the six states 
commonly thought of as the Upper Midwest of the USA, plus the Upper Peninsula of the state of Michigan. 
 
The PAS is a member of the NCRAL.  Their Region Newsletter, also named “Northern Lights”, has been resurrected and 
is better than ever! The latest issue is always available to read on their website can be found here: 
https://ncral.wordpress.com/newsletter-archive/ 
 
As members of the NCRAL, we are allowed to submit our content to their newsletter as well.  So if you have really cool 
articles appropriate for the viewing of the larger regional society audience mentioned above… please send these to Carl. 
 
NCRAL Northern Lights Newsletter 
Carl J. Wenning, Editor in Chief 
NCRAL Regional Representative 
Twin City Amateur Astronomers 
Bloomington-Normal, Illinois 
Email: carlwenning@gmail.com 
 
 
Add Your Email Address to NCRAL Member Database 

  
Add your email address to the NCRAL member database now so that you can get direct mailings of NORTHERN                   
LIGHTS and important and timely announcements about Regional conferences, star parties, and so forth. Your email                
address will never be shared with or sold to outside entities. Sign-up takes only about a minute. You’ll need to provide                     
your name, email address, astronomy club affiliation (including at-large), and indicate if you hold particular positions                
within your club. Go to the following case-sensitive URL to add your information to our database: https://goo.gl/gsS8SF 
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25 Years ago: 

 



 

50 Years ago: 

 



 

 
 

Peoria Astronomical Society  
 

Program Schedule 2020-2021 
 
Peoria Astronomical Society Public Programs 
All programs are Free and open to the Public 
Meeting are 1st wednesday of every month (except June, July, August (observing) and September (banquet))  
Time:  7:30 p.m. 
 
October 7, 2020 Getting started with CCD & CMOS Cameras 

James Dire PhD. –  http://astrojim.net/ 
 

November 4, 2020 via Zoom 
Citizen Science Projects in Astronomy – www.zooniverse.org 

How you can contribute to astronomical research  
 
December 2, 2020 via Zoom  

Big Astronomy – the story behind the show (and the flat-screen version of the show) 
Renae Kerrigan 

 
January 6, 2021 No Meeting in January 
 
February 3, 2021 The Ongoing stories behind 2020’s biggest astronomy stories 

Dr. Shannon Schmoll, Abrams Planetarium, Michigan State University 
(speaker via Zoom, meeting tbd) 

 
March 3, 2021 The Glasford Meteor Crater  

Dr. Charles Monson, Illinois State Geologic Survey, University of Illinois  
Monson, Charles C cmonson@illinois.edu 
(speaker via Zoom, meeting tbd) 

 

April 7, 2021 (to be confirmed) 
The New Horizons Mission to Pluto and the Kuiper Belt –  

Exploring Worlds in the Distant Reaches of our Solar System 
  

Kelsi N. Singer 
Senior Research Scientist, SwRI Boulder, CO 
Deputy Project Scientist and Co-I on New Horizons Mission 

 
May 5, 2021  All New Astro-Jeopardy II 

Brian Bill  
Or Big Astronomy  -  The Vera Rubin Observatory  https://fb.watch/1mQzbiQSWF/  

 
Inclement weather notice:  Monitor email (e-group), local radio stations or PAS Facebook Page if a program, board meeting, viewing, 
or star party may be canceled due to weather.  
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Location for Board Meetings on the third Wednesday of every month at 7:30 PM 
Proctor Place, Third Floor Conference Room 
2724 W Reservoir Blvd, Peoria, IL 61615 
 
Board Meeting Minutes 

 
 
 
 


